
President’s Report. 

Friendship through the Love of the Rose. This is the motto that The Roselovers Association adopted after it 

was formed on the 2nd February 2002; and through our Sixteenth year, the association had a good deal of both, 

friendship and love.  

I would like to thank Jan Weis for organising some very interesting outings over the past year. Heavy rain was 

part of the attraction for the Buderim Garden Festival last October. Vinnies supplied a number of towels to 

help with the drenching. Due to family commitments I missed the Trip to Alstonville but from all reports it 

was most successful.  The maritime museum at Ballina was a real hit. 

My thanks to John and Sue Keays who again proved to be the central pillar of our support. Sue battled illness 

over the year but always came through with the agendas and Minutes. Of course Secretary is more than just 

paperwork, its management as well. Its control, planning and leading and to Sue I give my recognition for all 

these issues. John Keays has also stepped forward and produced our webpage an essential in this age. 

Where would we be if we didn’t have such a dedicated Treasurer? Karalyn Beutel has had a very difficult year 

with serious issues with health in the household but has been there for us all the time. My best wishes to Glen 

who is in our thoughts. Thank you Karalyn for such dedication. 

A special thank you to John and Lorraine Hunter. John is most precise with his registers and he has organised 

some wonderful speakers over the year. It is to John’s credit that the new fertiliser supplier and fertiliser orders 

have been such a smooth transition. Lorraine is that steady person who is always there and goes quietly about 

things but is reliability itself. Thank you Lorraine and Thank you John. 

Muriel and Carmel have been of assistance to me with their experience and advice. Muriel is always up front 

with ideas for friendship day but not just ideas but puts those ideas to work. Her efforts at the QCGC stand 

along with her two co- workers gets a special thank you. 

I thank Graham Fresser for his contribution over the year. Graham it is most appreciated. Jill and Terry Lind 

along with Graham have given to me that depth in the committee that gives me comfort that our decisions are 

truly representative of the feelings of our members.  I am most appreciative of their involvement on the 

committee. Barbara Beerling has been a pillar of good advice which I appreciate as do all our members. I also 

thank Barbara for giving me the comfort of knowing that if things go belly up, I have a most wonderful 

impromptu Speaker in her.  

I thank all the committee members and members for the friendship and comradery they have shown not only 

to me but to each other. 

Our speakers have contributed not only to our rose knowledge but also to our general knowledge of gardening 

and Gardening accessories. You may recall the good advice of Senior Constable Rick of Ferny Grove on 

security; John and Sue’s talk on the Gardens of New Zealand; Colin Phillips entertaining talk on irrigation; 

Ian and Judy Wintle; Our very own Ray Paulsen and our guest speaker of today who was also our guest 

speaker of this day last year, Paul Hains. 

It is often said that there are no free rides. Unfortunately it is very true. So to raise the funds necessary to pay 

the rent and run the Club we hold through the good graces of Bunnings Stafford a Sausage Sizzle. My thanks 

to all the members who volunteer and spend their time for these fund raisers. 

It has been a very good year and I foresee more of these to come in the future. 

Thank you all for your assistance to me but most of all to your contribution to the friendly and “nice to belong 

to” Roselovers’ Association. 

Ted O’Donnell 

President 2017/2018 
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